
WE Day toronto– Educational Talent Guide
We want to ensure that you and your students can familiarize yourselves with some of our WE Day 
speakers and performers. Each of these individuals has discovered and taken action on the issues 
they’re passionate about. We hope this resource can help your WE Schools group in their preparation 
for WE Day.

Zendaya
Zendaya is the star of Disney Channel’s K.C. Undercover, and currently filming the Spiderman Reboot. Zendaya has  
50 million followers on social media and 1.1 million YouTube subscribers, with over 196 million video views.

Zendaya hosts an annual birthday campaign to support charity – supporter: Convoy of Hope, which focuses on empowering 
women. Zendaya is also an advocate for HIV and AIDS awareness; she travelled with UNAIDS to South Africa to see the 
impact first hand and raise awareness around being tested. 

Click here to learn more about Zendaya

Macklemore
Macklemore is a four-time Grammy Award winner and three-time VMA Award winner. He has 4.4 million YouTube 
subscribers with over two billion video views, and 13 million followers on social media.

Macklemore is passionate about the 30/30 Project, which focuses on HIV and AIDS. Macklemore was also featured in a new 
documentary called “Prescription for Change,” which features him and President Obama discussing the opioid epidemic and 
prescription pill addiction; Macklemore has released two singles which tackle the issue of prescription pill addiction.

Click here to learn more about Macklemore

Hedley 
Hedley is a JUNO and MMVA Award-winning band with over six million video views on YouTube and 850,000 
social followers. Hedley are WE Ambassadors and are passionate about making a difference—at home and around 
the world. They’ve travelled to India, Kenya and Ecuador with ME to WE, bringing back messages of inspiration to 
share with thousands of youth at WE Day events across North America. On their trip to Ecuador, the band spent 
time working alongside community members to build a school in Bellavista, a project that their fans helped to 
raise $10,000.

Click here to learn more about Hedley

Winnie Harlow  
Contestant on “America’s Next Top Model,” Winnie Harlow is known for her skin condition Vitiligo. Harlow recently walked the 
VMA Red Carpet with Beyoncé and was featured in Beyoncé’s visual album “Lemonade.” She has 1.6 million followers  
on social media. 

Harlow did a Ted Talk about self-acceptance and beauty, gaining 500,000 views and spoke at the 2015 Women in the World 
Summit. Harlow has recently travelled to Kenya on a ME to WE trip, in August 2016.

Click here to learn more about Winnie Harlow

Lilly singh
Lilly Singh (Superwoman) is a multi-faceted comedian and entertainer. Singh has worldwide fame through her comedic 
and inspirational YouTube videos, amassing over nine million subscribers. Singh has appeared in feature films Ice Age: 
Collision Course and Bad Moms. In March 2017, she will release her debut book HOW TO BE A BAWSE: A Guide to Surviving 
Conquering Life. As a role model to women and girls around the globe, Singh created her #Girl Love initiative to break the 
cycle of girl-on-girl hate and encourage positivity.

Singh was named to Forbes’ 2016 30 Under 30 Hollywood & Entertainment list and Fast Company’s Most Creative People 
2016. Singh starred in and produced her own feature film, A Trip To Unicorn Island, which premiered on YouTube Red in 
February 2016. A successful entrepreneur, Singh released her own signature lipstick called BAWSE with Smashbox.

Click here to learn more about Lilly Singh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4R8cCY5VbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tvtJR40B10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ubGypO0eak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ5V_3GAucc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9T61P6iF7Y


Discussion Questions:
• What are some important qualities these individuals share that has led them to the WE Day stage? 

• What skills, tools, and responsibilities do these individuals have in their specific roles that they can use to inspire others? 

• What are challenges or hardships that they have to constantly overcome in their roles to continue being a source of change? 

• If you could give them one piece of advice for motivating you and your friends to be a world changer– what would it be? 

Jacob Tremblay 
Jacob Tremblay is a Canadian born Actor who began acting in 2010 and was featured in several National and International 
commercials. At  five years old, Tremblay quickly transitioned to the big screen when he booked his first audition and was 
cast in “Smurfs 2.” In the film, Tremblay plays the young son of Neil Patrick Harris and Jayma Mays. 

Following “Smurfs 2” Tremblay went on to film the lead role in “Room.” In the film, Tremblay plays the young boy in which 
the story revolves around and Brie Larson and Joan Allen play his mother and grandmother respectively. For his role as  
Jack in the film, Tremblay was nominated for a Screen Actors Guild Award and won a Critic’s Choice Award. 

Click here to learn more about Jacob Tremblay

spencer West 
The life of visionary and activist Spencer West has been marked by both obstacles and triumph. After losing both legs, from 
the pelvis down, at the age of five, West entered a world that might have easily defeated him. Instead, West tackled challenge 
after challenge, learning to navigate in a world set against those with disabilities. His accomplishments and lessons learned 
along the way, led West to discover the techniques business leaders, professionals, educators and youth use to redefine 
possible in their own lives and careers.

Whether headlining corporate conferences, mesmerizing audiences in 20,000-seat stadiums, or leading volunteer 
excursions, West’s words and actions have encouraged millions to stand up, face challenges and embrace change. His 
journey is featured in the documentary Redefined Possible: The Story of Spencer West, which debuted at TIFF and in his  
book Standing Tall: My Journey.

Click here to learn more about Spencer West

Machel Montano 
Known as the King of Soca, Machel Montano’s long and decorated career began in 1982, at the age of seven. Since then, 
Montano has gone on to dominate the genre, winning countless awards and pushing Soca music onto the International stage 
with growing velocity.

Whether he’s selling out Madison Square Garden or rocking a 25,000 deep crowd at his namesake fete on home soil – 
Montano is an unmatched entertainer, an artist of growing global influence, and a man on a mission.

Penny Oleksiak   
At 16 years of age, four-time Olympic medalist, Penny Oleksiak is Canada’s best Summer Olympian and youngest Olympic 
gold medalist. Oleksiak is currently the Olympic Record holder in the 100 freestyle and World Junior Record holder in the 
50/100 butterfly and 100 freestyle. Oleksiak has been a member of Canada’s National swimming team since 2015. Oleksiak 
has held over seven Canadian senior records and 13 Age Group records. At the RIO 2016 Summer Olympics she was 
selected as the Canadian flag bearer for the closing ceremony. 

From a young age Oleksiak believed strongly in the value of volunteering and giving back; for the past three years she has 
been a mentor at school retreats, and has spent time at a number of charity events promoting youth and girls in sports.

Click here to learn more about Penny Oleksiak

MADE POSSIBLE BY BROADCAST PARTNER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjjf_rrCq7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB_Z4wsbIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYYaUTACI-A

